
Captains’ Meeting
2026 Season

NORTHERN COLORADO



Captains,

Thank you for all you do for league 

programs in Colorado!



All of your USTA Colorado 

league resources are 

available on our website:

USTAColorado.com



Participation Numbers



Pickleball lines 

USTA Colorado Rule has not changed
» No unapproved lines on courts being used for sanctioned play

» Tennis is continually growing, so we need the courts

» Stand-alone pickleball facilities opening, so that is a good step in 

maintaining tennis infrastructure for tennis

FAQs
» What about other parts of the country? Typically, not comparable to CO.

» What if players agree? Still No.

» How should our facility accommodate pickleball players?  Taped lines allow 

courts to be used for tennis and pickleball.



Days & Times

• No changes Days & Times for levels in 2026

• FAQ: Our facility is full on this night of the week, so what 

can we do?

» Some facilities are full on Mon, some on Tue, some on 

Wed, and some on Thurs. 

» No arrangement would fix things for every facility and 

changes typically help some facilities, but hurt others.

» We avoid annual changes, but this is reviewed annually 

to ensure optimal balance

» We also balance days for levels as much as possible to 

allow players to play in overlapping leagues



2026 Calendar, Days of Play

• NEW online format for calendar and days of 

play.

• We encourage everyone to send players to 

our website whenever they want to check 

league dates. 

• While not frequent, there are occasionally 

dates that have to change.

• Printed copies can be inaccurate if anything 

changes.

• We encourage everyone players to check 

online instead of using printed copies. 

Click Here to go to the Calendar Page on USTAColorado.com

Click Here to go to the 

Calendar Page on 

USTAColorado.com

https://ustacolorado.com/adults/adult-league-resources/calendar-days-times/denver-calendar/


USTA Colorado Regulations 

Review



• National Championships 

» Will still be 5 lines (1 singles, 4 doubles)

• Sectionals, Districts and Local League

» Will still be 4 lines (1 singles, 3 doubles)

• Team Minimum requirement is 9 players

• 2-2 Ties

» Team that wins matches by larger margin wins

» If it is close, input the scores and the system will show who wins

» Spreadsheet on ustacolorado.com for quick help

USTA Adult 40 & Over Format



• IMPORTANT NOTE FOR CAPTAINS: If a Majority of Lines aren’t played, it’s a team default. Must play 
2 out of 3 lines, 3 out of 4 lines, or 3 out of 5 lines for it to be a valid match. In a 4-line league, if both 
teams default a separate line, they are both ineligible to advance.

• 7.01 Full Team Defaults. For each local league, Flight Playoff and/or District Championship team match, a 
majority of the individual matches must be played to constitute a valid team match. The USTA Colorado 
District League Coordinator (or Area Coordinator in outlying areas) must be notified prior to entering a full 
team default.

7.01A A match is considered a full team default / invalid match if: 

7.01A(1) 2 out of 3 positions are defaulted

7.01A(2) 2 out of 4 positions are defaulted, or 

7.01A(3) 3 out of 5 positions are defaulted.

• 7.01B Consequences of Full Team Defaults. If a team Full Team Defaults a match (including Double Full 
Team Defaults) for any reason during round robin play, that team is ineligible to advance beyond the 
local league even if the team finished first in overall standings. 

Full Team Defaults



• Leagues that have Dynamic DQs:

» Adult 18 & Over, Adult 40 & Over, Adult 55 & Over

» Mixed 18 & Over, Mixed 40 & Over

• Who can be DQd?

» Self-rated players, Appeal Down players

• Score reversals

» If a player receives 3 strikes, scores are reversed for that “round”.

» Notice is not provided ahead of time.

• Tennisrecord.com is incorrect and just profiting on web traffic. Tell players to stop supporting 
this unethical website.

Dynamic Disqualifications

Captains and Players are often not aware of the 

Dynamic Disqualification process



• The unknown individuals running the website know that 

they are giving false information to players.

• They make millions of dollars annually based on traffic and 

advertising, while lying to players.

• Stop visiting this website and supporting their unethical 

practices (profiting based on incorrect information).

Note about Tennisrecord.com

The rating information they provide is inaccurate and does 

not represent actual NTRP ratings in any way.



6.01 75% In-level Requirement. At least 75% of all players on each team roster must be playing “in level” (i.e., on a 3.5 team, 75% of 

the players must have a valid 3.5 NTRP rating). 

6.01A This rule does not apply to. Leagues with a combined NTRP format (i.e., 6.0, 6.5, 7.0, etc.), or Teams in the 

women’s 2.5 or men’s 3.0 levels. Teams must reach this percentage by the first scheduled match of the season and maintain it 

throughout the season. NOTE: This percentage applies to the total number of players on the team roster, not the specific set of 

players in a line-up for a team match. See Appendix A for the specific numbers of players allowed to play up depending on the total 

roster size.

75% In-Level Requirement

6.01B 75% Waiver. If a team desires a greater percentage of out-of-level 

players, a waiver may be requested by the team captain or facility coordinator to 

allow the team to maintain a roster below the 75% in-level requirement. All online 

Waiver Request Forms must be submitted to USTA Colorado by the first scheduled 

match of the season for that league. 

6.01C Violation of 75% In-Level Requirement. If a team is found to be 

in violation of the 75% in-level requirement, the team will have 48 hours from time of 

notification to become compliant. Teams that fail to comply within this timeframe will 

be disqualified from the league without a refund, and all match scores will be 

reversed to 6-0, 6-0 wins for the opposing teams.

Captains MUST monitor their 

rosters to ensure compliance with 

the 75% in-level requirement.

Rule has been in place since 

2010, so there is no reason that 

we still have captains ignoring the 

rule.



• 10.00 Mandatory Reschedules.

» Inclement Weather

» Darkness

» Flight Playoff Conflicts

» League Championship Conflicts

» National Holidays

» League Department Scheduling Conflicts

Mandatory Reschedules
Any reschedule for a reason not listed below is considered a Non-Mandatory Reschedule.

We recommend that all captains decline requests to reschedule that do not fall under 

Mandatory Reschedules



7.01D Team Withdrawal or Failure to Complete Scheduled Matches. Once the minimum roster deadline 
has passed or championship schedules have been published, all teams are expected to participate in and 
complete all scheduled matches. 

7.01D(1) Violation of Regulations. Any team that withdraws from the league or fails to complete the 
required matches is considered in violation of USTA League Regulations and Championship Procedures. 

7.01D(2) Consequences for Withdrawal. If an entire team withdraws after the minimum roster deadline 
or championship schedules have been published:

» Players on that team will not receive a refund.

» League fees may not be transferred or applied to another league or season.

» The team and/or its players may face additional penalties or suspension points as determined by 
the Colorado District League Grievance Committee.

In accordance with the USTA Suspension Point System, the assessment of 2 to 24 suspension points per 
individual or team involved may occur for “Failing to comply with a USTA League Regulation, Guideline, or 
Championship Procedure”.

Team Withdrawal
We cannot have teams that withdraw after the deadline or drop out of a league. 

This adversely affects all teams in the flight.



Lateness Penalty at Districts

• Changes to Procedure for Lateness at Districts

» 8.06B in Colorado Regulations

» Addresses issue we have been seeing

» Summary: If a player is running late and ends up past the 15-minute default, 

the opposing captain will be able to change their line-up.



Eligibility Requirements to Advance

• No changes to eligibility requirements this year.



USTA National Regulations 

Changes



• Captaining Multiple Teams: A captain can only represent one team in the same 

age division and NTRP level at a National Championship. 

» Same rule has been adopted for Colorado District Championships and 

Intermountain Section Championships.

• 2.07 Championship Players. Adult 18 and Adult 40 & Over Sectional 

Championship or National Championships players cannot appeal their NTRP level 

down.

• 3.04B Grievance Appeal Committee Action. Criteria for grievance appeals if no 

new information is provided to the Grievance Appeal Committee.

2026 National Reg Changes



Sportsmanship

• Please continue to emphasize sportsmanship to your players

• Formal Complaints should be submitted for bad sportsmanship

• The Code of Tennis, Principle #1

» Courtesy is expected. Tennis is a game that requires cooperation and 

courtesy.



Diane Westlind

USTA Colorado

Northern Colorado Area Coordinator

dmwestlind@gmail.com

970-222-5147

Contact Information

USTA Colorado In-House Staff

https://ustacolorado.com/about-us/staff-directory/adult-league-contacts/
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Thank You!

Have an amazing
2026 league season!
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